
Patrick Burns
Partner

Patrick Burns is a partner at Hanson Bridgett and Co-
Chair of the Appellate Practice Group. His practice
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Areas of Focus
• Appellate

Scan for expanded vCard

Publications
“Burden Lifted in Arbitration Waiver Cases,” coauthor,
The Daily Journal (December 2024)

“SB 365’s Departure from the Bielski Rule for FAA Cases
May Lead to Further Litigation,” co-author, Daily Journal
(April 2024)



“The Scope of Arbitration Clauses,” co-author, The Daily Journal (June 2023)

“Delegating Unconscionability to the Arbitrator,” co-author, The Daily Journal (February 2023)

“Judicial Review Under the California Arbitration Act,” Appellate Insight (December 2021)

“Disqualifying arbitrators under the California Arbitration Act,” The Daily Journal
(February 2022)

“Supreme Court to Resolve Split Over Post-Arbitration Motions,” The Daily Journal
(December 2021)

“Appealing Orders Compelling Arbitration Under the FAA,” USLAW Magazine Fall 2021
(September 2021)

“PAGA and FAA Preemption,” co-presenter, Daily Journal (October 2021)

“Case to Resolve Split on Stateside Discovery for Foreign Arbitration,”  Daily Journal  (May 2021)

“Appealing Orders on Arbitration in Federal Court,”  Daily Journal  (March 2021)

“Arbitrability: Searching for Assent,” co-author,  Daily Journal  (January 2021)

“Consumer Arbitration Wrinkles,” co-author, Daily Journal  (November 2020)

“Calif. High Court Could Limit DA Enforcement Actions,”  Law360  (June 2020)

“Parol Evidence,” chapter in The Jurisprudence of Roger Traynor (2015)

“Staying Litigation While an Order Denying Arbitration is Appealed,” The Daily Journal
 (October 2022)

“Recent SCOTUS Opinions on Arbitration Statutes,” The Daily Journal (August 2022)

Blog Posts
“Appeals from Summary Judgment Denial,” Appellate Insight (August 2023)

“Appealing Motions to Compel Arbitration in Federal Court,” Appellate Insight (March 2021)

“Sanctions for Partially Frivolous Appeals in California,” Appellate Insight (November 2020)

“Amicus Briefs: The Difficulties in Navigating the Party Presentation Rule,”  Appellate Insight 
(June 2020) 

https://www.appellateinsight.com/2020/06/10/amicus-briefs-the-difficulties-in-navigating-the-party-presentation-rule/
https://www.appellateinsight.com/2020/06/10/amicus-briefs-the-difficulties-in-navigating-the-party-presentation-rule/


Presentations
“Smart ways to use Appellate Specialists at the Trial Level,” co-presenter, BASF (August 2022)

Published Decisions
Johnson v. Stoneridge Creek Pleasanton CCRC LLC (2025) 113 Cal.App.5th 720, 727 (preliminary
injunction re continuing care retirement communities statute)

X.K. v. M.C. (2025) 112 Cal.App.5th 1287, as modified (July 24, 2025) (Domestic violence
restraining order)

Coziahr v. Otay Water Dist. (2024) 103 Cal.App.5th 785 (Proposition 218)

Green Tree Headlands LLC v. Tara Crawford (2023) 316 Cal.Rptr.3d 297 (anti-SLAPP motion to
malicious prosecution action)

Chevron U.S.A. Inc. v. County of Monterey (2023) 15 Cal.5th 135 (state law preemption)

Press
“Hanson Bridgett Files Amicus Brief in Ninth Circuit Appeal Addressing Inclusive Academic
Support Programs,” Hanson Bridgett News (April 2026)

Honors & Awards
ALM/Law.com’s California Legal Awards, Best Mentor Finalist (2026)

Super Lawyers, Rising Stars (2022-2024)

Super Lawyers, Appellate (2022-2023)

California Lawyers Association, Wiley W. Manuel Pro Bono Legal Services Award (2020-2025)

Professional Affiliations
UC Hastings College of the Law Moot Court Team, Alumni Coach

Judicial Clerkships
Judicial Extern to the Honorable Justice Ming Chin, California Supreme Court 

https://www.hansonbridgett.com/news/hanson-bridgett-files-amicus-brief-ninth-circuit-appeal-addressing-inclusive-academic-support
https://www.hansonbridgett.com/news/hanson-bridgett-files-amicus-brief-ninth-circuit-appeal-addressing-inclusive-academic-support


Academic Distinctions
CALI and Witkin Awards in Legal Writing & Research; American Legal History; Evidence;
Criminal Procedure; Constitutional Law II

Hastings Law Journal, Senior Notes Editor

Hastings Race and Poverty Law Journal, Notes Editor

Education
J.D., magna cum laude UC Law San Francisco (Formerly UC Hastings) (2014)

M.A., University of California, Santa Barbara (2009)

B.A., University of California, Irvine (2006)

Admissions and Courts
California

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit

U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California

U.S. District Court for the Central District of California


