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Paul represents public and private sector clients in high
stakes litigation, including putative and certified wage
and hour, misclassification, harassment, and
discrimination class actions. His practice focuses on
complex employment litigation, and he has significant
experience in all aspects of the transportation industry.
He also provides compliance advice and counseling on
employment law and transportation law issues. He has
handled a wide variety of individual and multi-plaintiff
cases in federal and state court, including race, sex,
disability, and age discrimination suits, as well as breach
of employment contract, wrongful termination, fraud,
defamation, whistleblower, wage and hour, and other
employment-related litigation.

Paul frequently counsels employers and management in
litigation prevention and compliance issues, including
leave of absence, accommodation of disabilities, wage
and hour, employee discipline and termination, internal
investigations, personnel policy issues, and reductions
in force. He has extensive experience assisting clients
concerning employment law issues that regularly
present during the merger and acquisition process. He
also routinely negotiates and drafts employment,
independent contractor, and severance agreements
for clients.

In addition, Paul represents public sector clients in
putative and certified class actions relating to the
delivery of health care and programs to persons
incarcerated in or paroled from state and local
correctional facilities. He also counsels public sector
clients on corrections operations, including specifically
the constitutionality of the delivery of services and risk

PMello@hansonbridgett.com
(925) 746-8480

Hanson Bridgett LLP
425 Market Street, 26th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94105

Areas of Focus
• Class Actions
• Government
• Labor and Employment
• Litigation and Dispute Resolution
• Transportation and Logistics
• Public Sector Litigation
• Employment Class Actions

Scan for expanded vCard



analysis. He also assists public sector clients in putative and certified class action litigation
alleging police department wrongdoing.

Publications
“The Supreme Court Declined Review of AB5, Now What: Revisiting the Broker Model,” National
Home Delivery Association Monthly Newsletter (July 2022)

“COVID-19 Vaccines and the Workplace: What Employers Need to Know About Mandatory
Vaccination Policies,” Transportation Lawyers Association (July 2021)

“California’s Proposition 22: It Passed, Now What?,” The Transportation Lawyer (February 2021)

“California Legislature Passes Bill that Will Permit Shippers to Be Held Jointly Liable for State
Labor and Employment Law Violations by Port Trucking Companies,” co-author, The
Transportation Lawyer (December 2018)

“Defusing the Misclassification Risk: The Broker Model What it is and How it Works,” co-author,
The Transportation Lawyer (October 2018)

“California Legislature Passes Bill That Will Permit Shippers To Be Held Jointly Liable For State
Labor And Employment Law Violations By Port Trucking Companies” co-author, Transportation
Law Alert (September 2018)

“The Defend Trade Secrets Act Opens Federal Courts To Claims Of Misappropriation Of Trade
Secrets,” co-author, Labor & Employment Law Alert (May 2016)

“No Fooling: New FEHA Regulations Go Into Effect April 1, 2016,” co-author, Labor &
Employment Alert (March 2016)

“Overtime Class Actions: Alive and Kicking in California,” Employment Law Bulletin (2004)

Presentations
“Regulatory Roundtable: Advocacy in Action - Addressing the State Regulatory Environment,”
panelist, Annual Forum of the National Home Delivery Association (July 2024)

“The National Labor Relations Act: Why it Matters to All Transportation Companies, Including
Non-Unionized Companies,” moderator, TLA 56th Transportation Law Institute (October 2023)

“Regulatory Roundtable – Responding to the Federal Regulatory Environment,” moderator,
National Home Delivery Association’s 2023 Annual Forum, Boston, MA (August 2, 2023)

https://www.hansonbridgett.com-/media/2B79AE191CDA4955BDDDC7503BE1FD22.ashx
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“Proving the Independence of your Contractor Relationships: A Mock Mediation Scenario,”
National Home Delivery Association Annual Forum (August 2022) 

“Four Score and Seven Years Ago and Then Some: The Unyielding Attack on the Use of the
Independent Contractor Model in the Transportation Industry,” Transportation Lawyers
Association Annual Meeting (May 2022)

“California Trucking Association v. Bonta: Where Does the CTA’s Challenge to AB5 Stand?”
Transportation Lawyers Association Webinar (October 2021)

“The Changing Regulatory & Legal Environment and Its Impacts on the Independent Contractor
Home Delivery Model,” National Home Delivery Association Annual Forum, San Diego
(August 2021)

“General Counsel Update: AB5 and Beyond,” National Home Delivery Association Webinar
(April 2021)

“The Impact of California’s AB 5 and Its Progeny on Transportation Entities and Providers in a
Post-COVID-19 World,” Transportation Lawyers Association Webinar (November 2020)

“Motor Carriers, Independent Repair Facilities, and the Non-delegable Duty Doctrine,” co-
presenter, ATA Litigation Center’s Virtual Trucking Legal Forum (July 2020)

“Data Privacy and Employment Hot Topics for Transportation Risk Managers, Legal Teams,
Insurers and Claims,” co-presenter, 2020 USLAW Network Transportation and Logistics
Exchange (February 2020)

“Complying with AB5,” co-presenter, National Home Delivery Association webinar
(January 2020)

“Litigation in County Jails: The New Frontier,” co-speaker, 2019 CSAC Annual Meeting
(December 2019)

“Trends in Jail Litigation: Strategies to Mitigate Risk and Defend Your Facilities,” co-speaker,
California Sheriffs’ Association (November 2019)

“Opportunities That ‘Big Data’ Unlocks in Home Delivery,” co-speaker, National Home Delivery
Association’s (NHDA) 2019 Forum (August 2019)

“Wage and Hour Questions: A Practical Legal Guide,” co-speaker, ATA Trucking Legal Forum
(July 2019)

“The Fate of Independent Contractors,” TLA Annual Conference (May 2019)



“Significant Developments in Employment & Labor Law in 2018,” American Trucking
Associations (August 2018)

“Responding to the Dynamex Decision,” National Home Delivery Association (August 2018)

“The Motor Carrier Exemption To The Fair Labor Standards Act,” Transportation Lawyers
Association (January 2018)

“Independent Contractor Drivers: Maintaining The Independent Contractor Model and
Strategies to Avoid Common Pitfalls,” co-presenter, 2017 US Law Network Transportation
Law Exchange (February 2017)

“Strategies, Rights, and Obligations of Counties Responding to Inmate Advocacy Groups,” co-
speaker, 2016 CSAC Annual Meeting (December 2016)

“New Employment Law Activity and Employee Lawsuit Prevention,” speaker, 3rd Annual
National Home Delivery Forum (August 2016)

“The A to Z (Permits) of Providing Transportation,” co-speaker, 2016 CALA Spring Conference
(June 2016)

“The Wheels on the Bus Go Round and Round: The A to Z (Permits) of Providing Transportation
in RCFEs,” co-speaker, 2016 CALA Spring Conference (June 2016)

“Omnibus California Workplace Developments,” co-presenter, Hanson Bridgett Labor &
Employment Seminar (January 2015)

“Facility Construction And Liability In A Post Realignment World - Key Legal Issues,” Joint
Training Partnership, California State Association of Counties (April 2014)

“Corrections & Realignment: Avoiding Litigation,” co-speaker, CSAC Annual Conference
Innovation Summit (November 2013)

“Correctional Class Action Litigation Following Realignment: Current Trends and Litigation
Strategies,” co-presenter, County Counsels’ Association of California, 2013 Annual Meeting
(September 2013)

“Correctional Class Action Litigation: Risks, Prevention, & Litigation Strategies,” co-speaker,
San Joaquin Valley Regional Association of California Counties (October 2012)

“Compliance in 2013,” co-speaker, Filice Insurance Compliance Seminar (January 2013)

“Review of Major Correctional Litigation,” National Sheriffs’ Association (January 2008)



Press
“Common Wage and Hour Issues in the Trucking Industry in California and New Jersey,“ White
and Williams LLP / Hanson Bridgett LLP Podcast (October 2023)

Professional Affiliations
Transportation Lawyers Association, Committee on Labor and Human Resources, Co-Chair; Past
Member of the Executive Committee

National Home Delivery Association, Outside General Counsel

Bar Association of San Francisco

Education
J.D., University of California, Davis School of Law (1995)

B.A., University of California, Davis (1991)

Admissions and Courts
California

Supreme Court of the United States

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit

U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California

U.S. District Court for the Central District of California

U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California

U.S. District Court for the Southern District of California

https://www.whiteandwilliams.com/resources-podcasts-common-wage-and-hour-issues-trucking-NJ-CA-podcast

